Assignment:
This assignment requires that you write a letter to the editor of a newspaper/magazine/journal.
 
Review the following criteria for the letter:
1. Compose a letter to the editor that conveys your concerns and proposed solution to the broader community.
2. Identify either a civil liberties, civil rights, foreign, social/economic policy issue or controversy.
3. Analyze how different people in our society may be affected by the specific issue.
4. Identify the government officials or community organizations responsible for that policy issue.
5. Research the issue and find a constitutional solution to the problem.
6. Develop strategies that can be used to help implement your policy solution.
 
Here are possible topics (you can choose another)
1. What do you think is more important: liberty or security? Depending on your answer, list the tradeoffs you would be willing to surrender based on your choice and how would they apply to our daily life. (air travel, schools, concerts, etc.)
2. Some scholars have argued that Americans take their freedoms for granted and only consider them when they are threatened by government regulation. How would you strive to teach Americans in your community about their basic freedoms?
3. Write a letter to the editor in which you either support or object to the Supreme Court decision in Kelo v. New London.
4. Using your knowledge of the Establishment Clause, present an argument for or against the use of Christmas displays on town squares or public buildings like schools.
5. Transgender bathrooms, Little Sisters of the Poor against Obamacare birth control requirements or Christian bakeries baking cakes for gay weddings.
 
The following are databases where you can find examples of letters to the editor:
https://www.usatoday.com/opinion/ (Links to an external site.)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/?nid=top_nav_opinions&utm_term=.37b04a90c8df (Links to an external site.)
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion.html (Links to an external site.)
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/editorials (Links to an external site.)
 
Student Learning Outcomes:
7) Identify the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
8) Analyze issues & policies in U.S. politics
 
Core Objectives:
Critical Thinking: To include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information
Written Communication: To include the effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication.
Personal Responsibility: To include the ability to connect choice, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making
Social Responsibility: To include demonstration of intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility and to engage effectively in regional, national, and/or global communities.
 
Format: 
1. 12-point
2. Times New Roman
3. Double spaced
4. Provide a works cited page if sources are used
5. At the bottom of your letter include your name and city.

